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PRESS RELEASE

Diana Ward Exhib  Make the Connection / From Pink to Prevention

Marking Breast Cancer Prevention Month, UNISON supports a unique new cartoon collection this October entitled ‘MAKE THE CONNECTION’.

EVENT INFORMATION

Wednesday 17th October 5pm 

Unison Centre 130 Euston Road, London NW1 2AY 

Exhibition & Speakers followed by Reception

Speakers include former Green Party leader Natalie Bennett; From Pink to Prevention co-founder Helen Lynn; Moira Adams founder Challenge Breast Cancer Scotland and Tracey Ayton Harding, Unison’s National Health and Safety Officer. 

This is the first exhibition of work by Diana Ward and is organised by her colleagues at From Pink to Prevention campaign. Diana is a writer, artist and activist who has had cancer patient experiences in the UK and Australia from the early 1990s.

Diana’s main interest since 1993 has been the politics and prevention of breast cancer. Her publications include: ‘One in 10. Women living with breast cancer,’ Allen & Unwin, 1996 and Diana was the principal author of the ground-breaking report  ‘Breast Cancer: an environmental disease. The case for primary prevention’. This report was the foundation work of both the No More Breast Cancer and From Pink to Prevention campaigns. In 2012 she was a co-founder of the From Pink to Prevention campaign (FPTP).

‘On behalf of Diana and the From Pink to Prevention team, we’re delighted to have support from UNISON for this really special exhibition.  And it continues our work on this issue with UNISON, whose own campaigning on breast cancer prevention goes back to the 1990s.  We think Diana’s extensive collection of cartoons – funny, informative and challenging – offers a unique way to open up the conversation about ‘the elephant in the room’ : why, despite decades of scientific evidence, are we still waiting for the inclusion of primary prevention strategies to tackle environmental and occupational risk factors for breast cancer in national cancer plans and strategies?’        Deborah Burton From Pink to Prevention

From Pink to Prevention demands that this evidence be acknowledged by breast cancer research charities and government alike and included in all cancer plans and strategies. 

This October Diana Ward’s work is asking that we all start to make the connection and refocus the breast cancer agenda for the 21st century. Like it or not, breast cancer has become connected to our 24/7 life and work patterns. For example, recent research highlights the big risk between night shift work and breast cancer. Women working at night, especially pre-menopause, may be at greater risk of developing breast cancer. The risk increased with the length and frequency of the night shift. For those women working night shifts in excess of 10 hours and for more than three nights a week, the risk increased as much as 80%. The only good news on this risk factor is that the risk does decrease 2 years after stopping night shift work. 

Also published this September  in the USA, is Breast Cancer Prevention Partners report Right to Know: Exposing Toxic Fragrance Chemicals in Beauty, Personal Care and Cleaning Products.

It shows that unlabelled harmful fragrance chemicals are linked to breast and other cancers, reproductive and neurological disorders and adverse impacts on the respiratory system are hidden in the personal care and cleaning products such as shampoos and deodorants. Even more problematic is those that work with these products, studies suggest considerably higher breast cancer risk among hairdressers and cosmetologists. Some studies suggest these occupations have a 3- to 5-times-higher risk of breast cancer.
These are but two examples of evidence that points the way. But MAKE THE CONNECTION also asks why are the main breast cancer charities so slow to call for action on evidence linking environmental and occupational risk factors such as everyday exposures and/or night shift work, especially in the case of night-shift where the percentage risk outweighs those risks associated with so called lifestyle risk factors? 

The exhibition also reflects on where we live, work and travel. All are linked to breast cancer given air pollution is now known to be linked to increased breast density and greater risk of breast cancer. Yet, once again, this is not reflected in any current cancer plan or strategy. The time has come to Make the Connection.
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3. Since 2012, the From Pink to Prevention campaign has been asking questions about why the considerable body of scientific evidence from eminent scientists and organisations such as the World Health Organisation linking environmental and occupational risk factors to breast cancer is persistently ignored by governments and cancer research charities alike. 
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8. Yaghjyan, Lusine et al. Association between air pollution and mammographic breast density in the Breast Cancer Surveillance Consortium.  Breast Cancer Research. 2017.  
9. Breast Cancer Prevention Partners  September 2018
https://www.bcpp.org/resource/right-to-know-exposing-toxic-fragrance-chemicals-report/
10. From Pink to Prevention argues that lifelong, low-level exposure to the cocktail of hundreds of toxic chemicals we encounter in our everyday lives - from harmful chemicals in the workplace, pesticide residues in food to chemicals in consumer products, to night shift working - is linked to ever rising rates of breast cancer. Many are strongly suspected of being, or are known to be carcinogens, mutagens and endocrine disruptors. Some are known to be implicated in the impairment of reproductive development and function.
11. The campaign is therefore calling for a fundamental shift in perception and urgent action on acknowledging and working to eliminating all known, probable and suspected environmental and occupational risk factors for breast cancer. And to that end, we urgently call need environmental and occupational risk factors need to be addressed with targeted action points in all cancer plans and strategies. 
12. Rates of breast cancer continue to rise in the UK with 11,563 women dying every year in the UK. To put that in perspective, one woman dies each hour from breast cancer and 6 women receive a breast cancer diagnosis. Unfortunately, men get breast cancer too, 371 new cases and 81 deaths in 2016. In Scotland 4745 get diagnosed and 1020 women die. 

For more information 

RSVP Event 

https://frompinktoprevention.org/2018/10/04/save-the-date-wednesday-17-october-unison-london-nw1/
For more information about Diana’s work or the campaign visit

www.frompinktoprevention.org

twitter:    @pink_prevention

facebook:www.facebook.com/FromPinktoPrevention/ 
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